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themselves been exiles two decades ago and had laid the
foundation of the State while in exile. The Gestapo also
had the task of watching the Henlein Party and its officials.
Everyone was aware that the latter were the forerunners
of National Socialism, yet the Ministry of the Interior
adopted the erroneous view that toleration of the Sudeten
German party was a Democratic act and that at the same
rime it might be employed in weakening the Leftists.
The peculiar position of the political Parties was such,
however, that no Government could be formed except
by a coalition of Parties, if a parliamentary regime was to
continue. And such a continuance was desired by everyone.
The officials of the Protectorate proclaim that they
already possess full power in Bohemia and Moravia. The
Czech shadow government (it cannot be described in
any other way, not being free to act as it desires) claims
that it still holds power. The truth, however, is that power
is in the hands of the Gestapo. The Gestapo controls
the whole political, economic, and to a large extent, the
cultural life of the Czechs. But although die Gestapo
may confiscate the funds of the Bank and ' Aryanise*
industrial concerns it can do little to change the soul of
the people.

Incidentally, as far as * Aryanisation' is concerned,
the Czechs have at last realised that it is merely an excuse
for the ' Germanisation * of their industries, and owing
to the vigorous representations of Czech political circles
and the pressure of public opinion, it was recently
announced that there would be no more * compulsory *
Aryanisation. In any event, however, it is- not necessarv